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Crime Prevention: 
more than graffiti removal 
and lighting dark corners



or as an Emeritus 
Professor at the School of 
Social Work at UNSW      
or with Graduation 
ceremonies at the 
University of Sydney….   

(Graduation clip)

Recent memories of Tony 
Vinson would recall a man 
of humanity and great  
understanding….



Persons in Custody rapid growth over 5 years:  
In the last five years (June 2013 – June 2018) the number of persons in custody 
has increased by 39%   (12,043 persons) 



In last decade, our national imprisonment population 
has increased at about 8% every year. Similar increases 
can be seen in the community corrections population.



The financial costs of 
imprisonment: $104,000 
per prisoner per year

The costs of juvenile 
detention: $541,000 per 
young person per year.

Access to Justice: 
prominence of people 
with disabilities, 
indigenous, GLBTI people



Remand Population is now more than one third of total:
Most remanded persons are not serious offenders but 
impacted by insecure accommodation or a disability.  
Most will not eventually be given a custodial sentence…



The widely recognised over-representation of indigenous 
persons in Australian prisons is well recognised. 

Less recognised is a similar over representation of 
persons from disadvantaged localities and 
neighbourhoods. 



1999

• Unequal In Life

• New South Wales and Victoria

2004

• Community Adversity and Resilience

• New South Wales and Victoria

2007

• Dropping Off The Edge

• National study

2015
• Dropping Off The Edge (DOTE 2015) National study

Four major locational studies in which Vinson analysed 
the concentration of disadvantage by postcode



‘In NSW, 1.5% of postcodes 
accounted for 12-14% of the 
top 5% ranks on 22 indicators’  

‘In two-thirds of those 37 NSW 
localities, criminal convictions 
were a dominant characteristic’

‘A long established relationship 
exists between social 
disadvantage and high rates of 
imprisonment … two-thirds of 
prisoners are functionally 
illiterate in NSW’.  

New South Wales’ most 
disadvantaged postcodes 
2015  as measured by 22 
disadvantage factors 
(listed alphabetically)



Most disadvantaged LGAs 
Derby - West Kimberley; 
Halls Creek; Meekatharra; 
Menzies; Mt Margaret; 
Ngaanyatjarraku; 
Wyndham-East Kimberley.

Next most disadvantaged: 
Beverley; Broome; 
Kellerberrin; Laverton; 
Mullewa; Murchison; 
Tammin; Trayning; Upper 
Gascoyne; Wiluna.



Those living in the 3% most disadvantaged LGAs in W.A. were:

- 8 times as likely to have spent time in prison;                                 

- 6 times as likely to have been unemployed for a lengthy period; 

- 5 times more likely to have a low overall level of education; or 
to be disengaged from education or employment as young adult 

- more than 3 times as likely to have a disability;                            

- 2.5 times as likely to have suffered child maltreatment.



Social determinants of 
incarceration of 
indigenous Australians:

• Education and 
employment

• Health and disability

• Housing and 
homelessness

• Child protection and  
youth justice

‘Pathways to Justice’
Australian Law Reform Commission Report 2017



Place-Based, or Location-Based, Interventions……

Addressing the social determinants of imprisonment in a 
selection of the most disadvantaged postcodes or LGA areas.

Building on the strengths of each particular location, and 
engaging current or potential leaders in setting the agenda.

Facilitating the resources of local, State and Federal governments 
to become available to those most disengaged localities.

Sustained interventions over more than ten years…….

Avoid single focused interventions….

Integrated multi program focused.



One group that 
participated in this 
movement were those 
incarcerated in repressive 
prison regimes across the 
globe…. Including NSW 
prisoners and their 
advocates 

(Insert clip)

We can only hope that future generations of Australians will look 
back at the foundations of our rapidly growing penal estate with 
great regret that we imprisoned so many marginalised peoples….
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