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A commitment to social justice and a belief in the protection of human rights is one of the key meeting places for religious educators and those responsible for the shaping of Christian faith with the lives of many of the 650,000 young people who are students in Catholic schools in Australia today.

But how can we approach this task more effectively, given the enormous diversity of faith commitment and church affiliation in the families who seek a Catholic education for their children today?

Experiential learning tasks and community service programs offer great opportunities for enabling students to reflect more deeply on the meaning of life and on a values response to everyday life situations, but how can we build this more solidly on explicitly Christian values and help them to engage with the worshipping Catholic community, when there is little modelling of this from within many of their families?
A model of enabling youth leadership and responsibility within our church structures will involve substantial changes in our accustomed approaches if we are asking such new leaders to undertake more than a submissive response to established roles and relationships.  
A centralised model of authority and leadership can militate against the growth of such new models and could minimise the development of lasting engagement and commitment, beyond the school gates.  
The workshops will explore ways in which student formation in the faith could more clearly reflect creativity, innovation, responsibility and leadership.
